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AE confeſs = 
Wiss youth without à bluſh ; 


2 not ſo, thoſe of | 


countenance, / by conſidering, thai 
age wants amuſements more, tho 


Ras PRIN = 


BY 


it can. Juſtify them leſs, than the 
725 How 


3M preceding | of life, 
= you may re iſh the paſtime here ſent 

you, I know not. It is m U 

in its nature, ee 8 
in its conduct; and, perhaps, not 
over important in 4s end. How- 
ever, I have endeavoured to make 


* klbſe © more important, and more 
WF, | | faitah ble to my ſeaſon of life. A 
* ſtanding ſingle 


will ſometimes ſtrike the careleſs 


wanderer after amuſement only, 
with uſeful awe: as monumental 


marbles Tratrered in a wide pleaſure- 


garden {and fuch there ate) will 
call to recollection thoſt who would 


never have ſought it in a church- 


yard-walk of mournful ye-ws. 


li 
* 


n by digreſſing into 


e many 5 a lighter natore, 


1 8 » 
* 
9 ü 


[3 7 
— one fuch monument J may 
ED. you; in which is a hidden 
luſtre, like the ſepulehral lamps of 
old; but not like thoſe will This be 
extinguiſhed, but ſhine the brighter 


for being produced, after: ſo _ 
E neee into en . r 


Fou etriomder that your wonhy 
ae and our common friend, 
put ſome queſtions on the Serious 
Drama, at the ſame time when he 
\defired our ſentiments on Original, 
and on Moral Compoſition, Tho 
. Ideſpair of breaking thro the frozen 

bobbſtructions of age, and cares in- 

dumbent cloud, into that flow of 
thought, and brightneſs of expreſ- 
ſion, which ſubjects ſo polite re- 
quirez yet will I hazard e con- 


Wenn. 5 
B 2 I be 


3D a 206 | 
1 begin with Original Compoſi- 
tion; ; and. the more willingly, as it 
ſeems an original ſubject to me, 
WhO have ſeen nothing hitherto 
written on it: But, firſt, a few 
thoughts on Compoſition in general. 
Some are of opinion, that its growth, 
at preſent, is too luxuriant; and that 
the Preſs is overcharged: Over- 
charged, I think, it could never be, 
if none were admitted, but ſuch as 
brought their Imprimatur from ſound 
Under ſtanding, and the Public Good. 
Wit, indeed, however brillant, ſhould 
not be permitted to gaze ſelf-ena- 
moured on its uſeleſs Charms, in that 
Fountain of F ame (if ſo I may call 
the Prefs), if beauty is all that it has 
to boaſt; but, like the firſt Brutus, it 
ſhould enger its moſt darling off- 
ſpring to the ſacred intereſts of vir- 


tue, and real ſervice of mankind. 
'This 


12901 . 

This reſtriction allowed, the more 
compoſition the better. To men of 
letters, and leiſure, it is not only a 
noble amuſement, but a ſweet refuge; 
it improves their parts, and promotes 
their peace: It opens a back- door 
out of the buſtle of this buſy, and idle ) 
world, into a delicious garden of mo- 
ral and intellectual fruits and flowers; 
the key of which is denied to the reſt 
of a When ſtung with idle 
axxieties, or teazed with fruitleſs im- 
pertinence, or yawning over inſipid 
diverſions, then we perceive the 
bleſſing of a letter d receſs. With 
what a guſt do we retire to our 
difintereſted, and immortal friends 
in our cloſet, and find our minds, 
when applied to ſome favourite 
theme, as naturally, and as eaſily 
quieted, and refreſhed, as à peeviſſi 
child (and peeviſh children are we 
71 B 5 all 


if: 67] 
all till we fall aſleep) when laid to 
the breaſt? Our happineſs no long 


lives on charity; nor bids fair for u. A 
fall, by: leaning on that maft pre- 
carious, and thorny pillow, another's: 
pleaſure, for: our repoſe. - Haw in- 
dependent. of the world 1s he, WhO 
can daily find new acquaintance, 
that at once entertain, and improve 
him, in the little world, the minute 
but We efeationg a_ bis was 
mind? 


5 | Theſe —— Compoſition af. 
fords us, whether we write ourſelves; 
or in more humble amuſement peruſe 
the works of others. While we 
buſtle thro the thronged walks of 
public life, it (gives us a reſpite,” 4 at 
leaſt, from care; a pleaſing pauſe 
of refreſhin g recollection... If the 
country is our choice, or fate, there ; 
it 


EEE 
it reſcues us from /orb'and /enſug- 
 lity, which, like obſcene vermin, arg 
apt gradually to creep unperceived 
into the delightful bowers of our 
retirement, and to poiſen all its 
ſweets. Conſcious guilt rebs -thg 
roſe of its ſcent, the lilly of its luſtre; 


and makes an Eden a ee, 
and _— woos To | 


An. An 1 we. er life ; 
endleſs evils, what can be more 
prudent, than to provide for con- 
ſolation under them? A conſolation 
under them the wiſeſt of men have 
found in the pleaſures of the pen. 
Witneſs, among many more, Tbu- 
cxaides, Af enophon, Tully, Ovid, 1 Sex 
neca, Pliny the younger, who lays, 
In uxoris infrmitate, & amicorum 
periculo, aut morte turbatus, ad ſtu- 
dia, tinicum doloris levamentum, com- 
he B 4 fugio. 


% 
\ i 
. \ 


TEE 

A And why not add de e 
their modern equals, Obauler, Nau 
leigb, Bacon, 2 Clarendony un- 
_ fer the ſame ſhield, — by 
misfortune, an nobly {miling in 
mee. 3119 hq 270 
0 a? 2117 31201 8 
3 — was a cordial to theſe 
under the frowns of fortune but 
evils there are, which her ſmiles 
Tandler Pecwent, or Fus, Anking 
theſe are the languors of >old> age. 
If thoſe are held honourable, -who 
in a hand benumbe by time have 
graſped the juſt word in defence 
of their country; ſhall they" be leſs 
eſteemed,; Wed unſtea⸗ y pen vi- 
brates to the laſt in tho. cauſe of 
religion, of virtue, of learning 
Both Theſe are happy inn rbhir, that 
by fixing their attention on objects 
moſt en they e ſcape num 
vane "pF 5 8 ; 3 berleſs 
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By x wa 40 L N 


Is 1 
been kee anxieties, and "thay 
podium vitæ which often hangs ſo 
heavy on its evening hours. 4 May | 
not this inſinuate ſome apo logy er 
my spilling ink, n Paper, 
folate indien 257 brig goarortto And 
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4 


But W he write ect 
r; and ſueceſs, to the world's 
delight, and their on renown? 
Theſe are the glorious fruits where 
genius prevails. The mind .of " 
man of genius is a fertile and 
_ fant field pleaſant as Ely um, [and 
fertile as. 2 Po: it enjoys a Pape 
tual f pring. Of that ſpring, Ori 
finals ate the faireſt flowers: 2 
tations" are of quicker growth,” but 
fainter bloom. mitations are of two 
kinds; one of nat e, one of au- 
thors: „The ſt we call Originals, 
_ tea the term Tmization” to 
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 abd-ought to be, great favourites, 
extend the republic} of letters, and 


much better, before; i 


genius, are at 4 Hand. The pen 


blegming ſpring an Iimitator is a 


1 


Fn „ - ſhall not enter inta 


the euridus: abgulvy: of What ie, or 
in not, ſwuictly ſpeaking; Original, 
content with what all muſt; allow, 
that ome copoſitions arm there ſo 
than others; and the mote they are 

ſo, I ſay, the better. Originalt are, 


ſor they are great benefactors; they 


ald la new province to its dominion: 
Tmitgtors only give us a ſart af du- 
plicates of hat we had, | ana 


ju marie books, white: all har | 


of an ariginal wigery like Ar midas 


Wand, out of a harren waſte calls 


a blooming ſpring: Out of that 


Fancplenter * ;vhich ſome· 
ä dimes 


_— 
been dis on: removal, bree lag! | 
guiſh in . fbreign ſcil, 2:1 cds 


- H5Sbivi bao as Nef 19 W KY 0 


But ſuppoſa an Neha 0 be 


yet Gull he but nably builds: on an- 
ather's foundation; bis 5 iet 


= : equa} to his: glory 1 Whiek 
therefore, un the. balance, cannet 


HET great. On the * 
an Origival; tho but indifferent lits 


2 . ſet . yet has 


99 


8 . TAP 8 T8 | 


a to ſhare; ambitio! with, no. 

than Caſar, who declared he, had 
rather be the firſt bee than 
men at. Rom. | 511008 AY 


* TW 10 5117 Dv 


Sil farther; An Imitaver are 


moſt excellent bend ſuch there ere) 


N 8 


Me 0 funt Pauper in ere 07 6 * . 
i {fk 


[un 3 

binatrewrl if he — with che 
choſen object of his imitation; an 
Original enjoys an undivided ap- . 
plauſe. An Original n may be ſaid to 
be of a vegetable: nature; it riſes 
4 ſpontaneouſly] from the vital root of 
genius; it grows,” it is not made: 
Traitations are oſten a ſort of manu- 
fafture wrought up by thoſe mecha- 
wics, art, and labour, 1 
aer mierte not Wen o n. 8 
8 7 2 73 K 4 12 * {71 
an We ch Wia wh 
— of his languor, who liſtens 
to a twice: told tale: : Our ſpirits x rouze | 
at an Original ; that 1 is a F 
Arranger, | and all throng to lear 

; what © news from 'a foreign” Jad i 
Aid tho it comes, like an Tuiun 


prince, adorned with feathers only, 8 
having little of weight; yet of our 

attention it will rob the more ſolid, 
5 3 * 


210 


i not * news : This every. 
teleſcope” is lifted. at a new difeb- 
7. een ſtarz it © makes 4 hundred 
ä | 1 in 225 NC met | | 

if: no: Orig; 7 as — i 
lent, as new, adds admiration 

ſurprize, then are we at the writet's 


— 4 
* 
2 


imagination; we are ſnatched from 
Britain to Lay, from climate to 
climate, from pleaſure to pleaſure; 
we have no home, no thought, of 
our own; till the magician drops 
His pen: And then falling down 
into ourſelves, we awake to flat 
realities, lamenting the change, 
like the beggar who dreamt W e 
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Nee By FAD n aL, 0 ier 
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ä 1 Is with ld: as it is wich 
words; and with both, as with 


* 1 men; 
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y; on the ſuong wing of he 
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the) mauths of the | 


1 
may 8 als i if die. 


[paliing). 
Tulgir, ate laid 


| houghts when become hoo. . 
mon, ſhould Joſe! Ja pres 
and we. ſhould: ſend ae metal oo 
the mint that is, ne | 

e preſs. he diviſton ef tongues | 


* 


be world will pay ite 
praiſe t but o once; and e of ap 
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Davin claſſics; and ell _ 
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. We moſt, of: 
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5 Addition. is ſometimes no vice in 
Ute; it is always a virtue in Com- 
| pofition. High in the ;towering 

Ape is the fountain of the Po; 


imitation, bomb erecp 


lift their heads, in melancholy 


181 


25 triumph at i ch Ja yet NL 


fews are 'awaken'd: by it into tlie 
on. of like attempts ? 


high an farne, und in antiquity; is 
wa" eget of an Imirator's un- 
dertaki ; but the rivery and the 
along the 
vale. 80 few are our "Originals, | 
that; if all other [books were to be 
burnt; the letter d world would re- 
ſemble ſome mietropblis in flames: 
where * few incombuſtible build 
ings; i fortreſs, tem ple, or tower, 


grandeur, amid the mighty ruin. 


Compared with this conffdgration, 
old: Oar lighted up but à ſmall 


* bonfire,” * he . 'bathy 


4 9 13 4 of 


of 
1 
— 
1 


& the Babe eig t months 
| together, with the 2 lex 72 
drian library's ineſtimable f 15 
that 1 no pres denen mig 


But IE are - Original 74 ſew 7 
not becauſe the writer s harveſt i 18 
over, the great reapers of anti- 

quity having left nothing ta be 

| gleaned after them 3 nor becauſe the 
human mind's teeming time is paſt, 
or becauſe it is incapable of putting 

| forth unprecedented births; but be- 

cauſe Alufrious. examples engroſs,. - 

prejudice, and intimidate., They en- 
groſs our attention, and ſo prevent 
a due inſpection of ourſelves z they 
prejudice our judgment i in favour of 4 
their abi lities, and ſo leſſen the ſenſe 

* "our on; and they intimidate 

mm S 1 
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4 18 


us with che plendo | Lap Wb re- 


nown, and thus under diffidence 
bury our ſtrength. "Nature's im- 
poſſibilities, and thoſe of Uigetice, 
lie wide alunder. ee 8 


. 
* 


Let 0 not be kuck, that 91 


| Ken weakly inſinuate any thing 


in favour of the moderns, as com- 
pared with antient authors; no, T 


am lamenting their great inferiotity. : 
But 1 think it is no eceſſary inferi- 


ority; that it is not from divine de- 


ſtination, but from ſome cauſe far 


beneath the moon 1e j think 755 


human ſouls, chro” all periods, ar 


equal; that due care, and Ni" ” 
would fet us nearer our immortal 
ptedeceſſors than we are at preſent; 
and he who queſtions and confutes 


this, will ſhow abilities not a little. 


8 F Enquiry into the Life of Homer, p. 76. 
| , 255 tending | 


En 
| tending - toward a ce of that 


y pas ( by ne be 1 6 


Aſter all, he fiſt kit had 
no merit in being Originals: They 
could not be Vnitatorr. Modern 
writers have Aa thoice to make; and 
therefore have a merit in their power. 
They may ſoar in the regions of 
liberty, or move in the ſoft fetters 
1 eaſy imitation; and imitation 
has as many \ lauible” reaſons to 
urge, as Pleaſure had to offer to Her- 
cules. Hercules mate the choice of ö 
an n hero, and . became immortal. 


2 Vet let not - e of a dalle 
eels imagine, that T deny the 
tribute it ſo well deſerves. He that 
admires not antient authors, be- 
trays a ſecret he would conceal, and 


** the world, that he does not 
| | G2 under- 


62% 
nm, 
from negleQing, as fror copying, 
their admirable compoſitions : Sa- 
ered be their rights, and inyiglable 
ir fame. Let our underſtanding 
feed on theirs; 15 afford the nobleſt 
powiſhment : But Ft them nouriſh, 
annihil ts; Our Own, When we 
read, let our, imagination kindle at 
their charms; zue we Write, let 
gur judgment ſhut. them gut of our 
thoughts ; treat eren Homer kim ſelf; 
as his royal 59 0 Was treated by 
the cynic;. bid him ſtand aßde, nor 
ſhade dur Cor 2, from. ch 
beams of our own genius; 3 for no- 


thing Aire Lan s nothing 


* a 0 N 44 


Muſt "we. "hen, yay 655 not imi- 
rate 8550 authars? Amitate them, 


9211 
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. 
yall wel Fer eg it 
oy that 1 im nitates the dig 1 Tg, 
doe hot 12 75 e Homer ; b 
whs ales the 1 wech, Ng. 
f | Homer took, for arriviog ﬆ a cap ap: 5 
p kit 0f accompliſhin bg, ork 


5 MIT! 


great Tread in his ſtep s t 


Te foi untain of Tivoli 17 


Peg > 2101 


where e he drank, at the tru 2 
that 5 is, at the brealt f of n I 1115 


Imitate; : but imitate hot Fi ic 5 
pin, but the Man. Ker 17 


N is 0 


not this paradox, paß into a aim! 4 


Ort 


. . T he Jes we 00 "the 10 
I 

| % He dne antients, we . . TE; | 

1 * ſemble tem the more, oy . mY 


Par}. 
118 911 JI . 441 
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ner k poſt 1 you may os jury that 


4 us 
\ 1 "= 


150 Must either imitate ns or 
depart from n Ae. Not ſo: 

fuppoſe yo 6 was to change DN A 
MW titre, N with Homer ; ; then, 125 you 


* Write 


'T 22 ] 
write naturally, y you might as well 
| charge Hamer with! an imitation © 
you, Can you be ſaid to imitate 
The for writing o ſo, as you woulc 
have written, if Homer had never 
een? As far as a regard to nature 
and found. ſenſe, wil permit a de- | 
parture from your great predecef- | 
ſors; o 925 ambitiouſſy, depart 
from them ; the farther from them 
in fmilituge, the nearer are y you to. 


f- 103 


them in, excellence ; 4 you riſe. by it 


n 


0 an Original; become a noble 
collatera not an hu mble deſcend- 
ant from t dem. Let us build our 
Comp ofitions with the ſpirit, and 
in — taſte, of the antients ; but 
not with their materials: Thus will 
they reſelnble the ſtructures of Pe- | 
ricles at Athens, which, Pluarch 
commends for having h had an air of 
antic quitf. as ſoon W , were 


10 M3 e e 
built. 


£ 1 
# & £ E * 1 * 


|; 58. 1 5 x 
H BY 431, Aon I 
de All eminence, and di tings 
tion, lies out of the beaten | 


| excurſio ion, and deviation, are neceſ- | 
fary to find it; and the more fe- 

mote your path. from the hi gbway, 
more reputable; if, like poop 
Gulliver (Gf w whom anon) you fall not 


into a r ditch, in 7 wy to. orgs, 


4 ” Yo 
* 


| 5 5 
9 phat glory to come near, has 
| glory to reach, what glory (preſfum- 
ptuous thought!) to ſurpaſs, our 
predeceſſors ? And is that then in 
; nature abſolutely impoſlible ; ? Or is 
” not, rather, contrary to nature to 
19 fail i in it? Nature herſelf ſets the 
ladder, all wanting is our ambition 
to climb. For by the bounty of 
nature we are as ſtrong as our pre- 
deceſſors; and by the favour of 
time (which, is but another round 
in nature's ſcale) we ſtand on higher: 


C4 god, |» | 


1:69. 
8 * As to the * were 8 


4 


ae r in men? Or are 5 leſs? 
Are not our minds caſt in he far me 

mould with thoſe before e 0 rg: 5 
The” flood affected matter; z, ming 
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we ar Slates, the world 18. an 
Ike f more antient far, . 


filled it wih their fame. 5 Haye 1 we 
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i not their beauties, as ſtars, to guide; 


_ 4 
— 
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their defects, as rocks, to be ſhunn 85 

- nat of ages on both, 42. 
chart- to conduct, and a ſure belm 
to ſteer us in our paſſage to greater 
perfection than theirs? And ſhall 
we be ſtopt i in our rival N 
to fame = this juſt reproof ? | 8 


Stat. contra, aun nm pans, 
F. e Maar. 5 
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It is 24x 2 HE of noble = contagion, 
1 | _” from” 
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ſtatesz antient authors are our p.] Ʒ 


and dwarf our ungern by 
making a giant of theirs. Too 


writings, and not by June 


ſordid theft, that we can be the 
better for thoſe who went before, us 


. from alt of thieves? 0 


£ [7 * 

1 
117 ; 
3 = # tf , 
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1 was a 1 ally to en 


erful allies; but we muſt take heed, 
that they &. not ſuccour, till they 
enſlave, after the manner of Nana. 
Too formidable : an idea of their ſu- 


periority, like a ſpectre, would fright 


us out of, a Proper uſe of our wits; 


great awe for them lays genius un 
der reſtraint, and — it that free 
ſcope, that full elbow- rom, which 


is e for ſtriking its moſt ma» 


ſterly 
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5 nius . A maſter- 
workman, leathing is but an in- 
ſtrument; and an inſtrument,” tho! 


mbſt valuable, yet not always indif- ; 


pehſable. Heaven will not admit 
of a partner in the accomfliſhraent 
of ſome * favorrite © ſpirits; but re- 


jecting all human means, aſſumes 


the-whole glory to itſelf. Have not 


ſome, tho fiot famed for erudition, 
ou vritten, as almoſt to perſuade us, 


that they ſhene brighter, and ſoarec 
higher, for eſcaping the RR ai 
of that proud ally! * ? 


45 1 ? 7 WI , 5 4 1 * q \ 
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Nor agg b ber int mY 
the moſt part, mean we by genius | 
but the power of accompliſhing 
great things without the means ge- 
nerally reputed neceſſary to that 
end? A genus differs from a good 

” ne as a — from 
Ar a 


[ #7 ] _ 
ood architect; that raiſes his 
ſtructure by means invifible; thi 


by the ſkilful, uſe of 8 common toels, 
Hence AM has ever | 


ee . x 1 90 i * 
rior aid, is fond, and proud, of 


what has coſt it much pains; is a 
great a of. Pita boaſter 15 


1 gainſt natural unſtudied Co 
mall harmleſs inaccuracies, and 
ſets rigid bounds to that liberty, to 
which genius often, owes. its ſu⸗ 
preme glory; 5 but the no- genius 
it frequent ruin. For unpreſcribed 
cautics, and une xampled excel- 
** e 4D" AL * lence, 


L 4488 * SS 


He! 
Wer; which are Charade, of 
FI he without 14 
beg asthönties, and Mt 5 
Which pale, *genius mult; leap to 
Cote at ther? But by that leap; 
| if genius + Waiting, we break dor 
necks; ve loſe that little. er | 
which poſlibly we might have en- 
joy! before? For rules, Idte krutches, 
ate a needful aid to the late tho 
an imipeditent tb the ſtfong. A 
Homer caſts chem y; Ati , kes 
bis Achilles,” K es n Bk). DN 13 


1 


Hes 13111 ys: 1 i W 7225110 4 


Jura af rata, wil» non —_—_— 


by bative force ef hit.” Tbete 
ene l poetry Bya prof 
feaſbfl; 4 be £ re myſteries wn it 519 
: to be cxplatie, but adinted; whi ich 
fender were 'profmen i nels 0 
75 Aibinit . And hers pardon A | 
ſreond WY 5 vie. "Genius __ 


| then 


« 1 it is maſt Gar — coche 

ee demned ; that is, When its excel- 

© Jence, from mounting higb, © 

00 Weake eyes Is Tann f 4 ee EP 
301051 39 9) 


- I might ſpeak farther of Fro 
ing, and genius, I would compare 
Benin to dtd and nn to 

| where there. is leafi;xinye ; * 3 
ing where there is leaſt genius. As 

virtue without much riches can 
give. happineſs, ſo genius without 

much learning can give renown . 

As it is ſaid in Tarence, Pecuniam! 

negligere interdum maximum oft; lu. 
crum; ſo to neglect of learning. 
genius ſometimes ni its greater 

glory. Genius, the By” bu 
the ſecond place, among men of 
| leuen. to the learned. It is their 


merit, 


2130 


"7 


merit, and ho] bo fing tight 
on the works of © genius, and point 


out its charms.” We moſt” juſtly 
reverence their informing radius for 
that favour bi 


more admire the radiant ſtars ag 


. 
90 Hein 


* e of the Pry hin 


among the moderns \ was Shakeſpeare; 
among the antients, Pindar; who 


(as Voſſius tells us) boaſted of his 


no- learning, calling Himſelf the 


eagle, for his flight above it. And 
ſuch genii as theſe may, indeed, 


have much reliance on their en 
native powers. For genius may be 
compared to the natural ſtrength of 
the body; learning to the ſupefin- 
dueed accoutrements of arms: if 


the firſt is equal to the propoſed 
m_ the latter rather encum- 


ut we muſt” mucli 


4 


- = 
* than. a affiſts; 3 rather * 
than promotes, the victory. Sacer 
nobis ine} Deus, ſays Seneca. With 
regard to the moral world, conſci- 
ence, with regard to the intellectual, 
genius, is that god within. Genius 
can ſet us right in Compoſition, 
without the rules of the learned; 
as conſcience ſets us right in 5 
without the laws of the land: Dic, 
ſingly, can make us good, as men: 
that, ſingly, as writers, can, ſomes. 
time make us great... WY 


* fay, [RAR 1 there i. is 
a genius, which ſtands in need of 
learning to make it ſhine. Of ge- 
nius there are two ſpecies, an earlier, 
And a later; 3, or call them infantine,. 
and adult. An adult gen) us comes 
out of nature's hand, as Pallas out 
of A $ 1 at full growth, and 


mature * 
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ape el was 
this kind: On the contrary, Sw +1 
fumbled at the chreſhold, and ſet. 
out for diſtinction on feeble” knees: 
His'was an infafitine genius ; a ger 
Hus, Which, like other infants, m uft- 
be nutſed, and educated, or it will 
come to nought 2 Leattiing is its 
nurſe, and tutot; but this 2 
may overlay with an indigeſted load, 
which ſmothers common ene; an 1 
this tutor may milſead; With pe 1 


danitic' prejudice, which vitiates the 


beft underſtanding : As too great 


$ 


admirers of the fathers of the church 
have ſometimes ſet up theit authority 
againft the true ſenſe of Scripture; 
fo too great admirers of the claſſical a 
fathers have fometimes ſet ks dur 
authority, der exam ample , inf 
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9 But feaſon bas not ſubs 


ny. 1 know but one book that 4 


; f ſtify our implicit acquielcence 
in it t: And 


44 


ference to prior opinion has 1 
caft, and is s ſtill e n new and 
incfimable hk ight, de oh 5 2 Wo 


3.3; 45 245 on! 6 3 0 3 W 3k 74 * 17 - . 
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But, fupertition for our* Pede 
veſſors ſet aſide, the claſſics are for 
Fever our rightful and revered maſters 
| Þ Compoſi non; and our underftand- 
ings. bow before. them: But when? 


When a after i 1s Wanted; which, - 
fornetimes, 'F 48 1 have Thown, 1 is not 
5 the caſe. Some are pupils of na- 


ture only, nor go farther to Tchool: 


; 


as . advan- 


'Y 2 ſuch we reap often a double 


the wa) y). on that 
Sök 2 noble diſdain | of un ndue de-. 


EIS 
. they not only rival, the 
reputation of the great antient au- 
thors, but. alſo reduce the number 


of mean ones: among the modern 


For wh en. they, 5 enter on ſubjects 


* 


* + & if 


which have. been i in former hands, 
loch! 18 their ſuperiority, that, like a a 


85 


tenth Wave, they. overwhelm, and 


a 1575 57 


bury, in in oblivion all Hat went be- 
fore : And 9 5 not only encich 
and adorn, but > kr 4 Toad, + 
and leſſen A labour, "of the letter” d 


world. — . - * 1 a * a 25 ; : — 
p ) * ”— N. 1 n * 7 . on A 
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\« But, NO 7 Fee Originals« can 
de ariſe from genius © OI nly, and fince 1 
« genius 18 ſo very rare, it 18 ſcarce = 
« worth while to. labour a. point! 0 
* much, from Which. we can rea- 
40 ſonably expect ſo lite,” | i To 
ſhow that. genius is not ſo very rare 
as Jp. imagine, I ſhall . out 
be Sc ſtrong 


- 2 
"SE 1 ES : 22 4 


POT: OP 
| thong inſtances of it, in 2 far di- 
ſtant quattęr from that | mentioned 
9 above. The minds of the ſchool- 
men were almoſt as much <cloiſtered 
as their bodies 3 they had: but little 
learning; and few! books: yet may 
the moſt learned be ſtruck with 
ſome aſtoniſhment at their ſo ſingu- 
lar natural ſagacity, and moſt ex- 


Auiſite edge of thought. Who 


would expect to find H indar and 
Scotus, Shakeſpeare and Agiunas, of 
the ſame party ? Both equally ſhew 
an original, | unindebted, energy; 
the vigor igneus, and clgſtis orig, 
burns in both; and leaves us in 
doubt whether genius is more eui- 
dent in the ſublime flights and beau- 
teous flowers of poetry, or in the 
profound penetrations, and marvel- 
eufly keen and minute diſtinctions, 


W the thorns of tlie ſchools. 
PAs” D2 | | There 


— 


HE. J. | 

T here might have been more able 
conſuls called from the plough, than 
ever arrived at that honhour: Mat 
a genius, probably, there has been, 
-which could neither write, nor read. 
80 that genius, that ſupreme luſtre 
of Aenne, is 85 rare Jnr 4081 
conceive. I A Tiothdflinoftc eric; 


By the pralle of; genius v we itn 
not from learning; we detract not 

from the value of gold, by ſaying 
that diamond has greater ſtill. He 
who diſregards learning, ſhows that 
he wants its aid; and he that over- 
values it, h that its aid has 
done him harm. Overvalued indeed 
it cannot be, if genius, as to Cam- 
"poſition, is valued - more. Learning 
we thank, genius we reyere; That 

gives us pleaſure, This gives us rap- 
ture; That — This inſpires; 
& | and 


nn 
and is itſelf inſpired; for genius is 


from heaven, learning from man : 


This ſets us above the low, and 4il- 
literate ; Yat, above the learned, 


and polite., Learning is - borrowed 
knowlege ; genius is knowlege in- 


nate, and quite our own. There- 
fore, as Bacon obſerves, it may take 
a nobler name, and be called Wiſ⸗ 


dom; in which ſenſe of wiſdom, ; 


fame a are born wiſe, | 


2 as a caution is neceſſary 


| n the moſt fatal of errors in thoſe 
automaths, thoſe ſelf-tau ght philo- $ 
ſophers of our age, who ſet up ge- 
nius, and often, mere fancied genius, 
nat only above human learning, but 
divine truth. I have called genius 
wiſdom; but let it be remembered, 


that in the moſt renowned ages of 
the moſt refined heathen wiſdom 
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Las. 
n theirs is Pres Chriſtian) 5 i. 
C eU +1 lam new not Gs; 


«neſs of pr hing to fave thoſe thut 
« believed. In the fairyland| of 
fancy,” genius may wander wild; 


may reign arbitrarily over its own. 
empire of chimeras. The wide 


field of nature alſo lies open before 


it, where it may range unconfined, 


there it has a creative power, and 


make what diſcoveries it can, and 


ſport with its infinite abjects uncon- 


trouled, as far as viſible nature ex- 
tends, painting them as wantonhy ag 


it will; But what painter of the mſi 


give us the true portrait of a ſeraph?- 


He can giye us only what by his oπõ n 
or others eyes, has been een; 3 l | 


that indeed. infinitely No nded. 
T __ burleſque, , diſhonoured, or 
; 5 adorned f 


unbounded and exalted genius can : 


Ke a 


8 4 „ 
adorr my In 3 
give us divine truth, unrevealed? = 
Much leſs ſhould apy preſume to ſet 
aſide divine truth when revealed, 
as incongruous to their own ſagaci- 
ties. _ Was too ſerious for 55 55 5 
cloſe. . en e 1 $a. 
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"Having. 0 in A _—— 3 5 
che. moſt fatal of errors from the 
too great indulgence of genius, ret 
turn we now to that too great ſup» 
preſſion of it, which is. detrimental - 
to Compoſition 3 and endeavour to 
aan, the writer, as well as che | 
I have ſaid, that ſome arg 
— wiſe z but they, like thoſe that 
are horn rich, by neglecting the 
cultivation and produce of their 
own poſſeſſions,: and by running in 
ns may be-beggared-at laſt; and 
D 4 bow 


EL -t 4 J 
32 loſe their reputztiese, as younger 

brothers eſtates, not by being born 
with leſs abilities than the rich heir, 
but at Yoo Wy an war,” 5 


4 *. 


7 7 great man 10 Wen 

to himſelf; and the publick, purely 
becauſe great ones were born before 
him. Hermias, in his collections on 
Hemer's blindneſs, fays, that Ho- 
mer requeſting the gods to grant 
him a fight of Achilles, that hero 
| roſe, but in armour ſo bright, that 
it ſtruck Homer blind with the blaze, 
Let not the blaze of even Homer's 
muſe darken us to the diſcernment 
of our own powers; which - may 
poſſibly ſet us aboye the rank of 
. Imitators; who, though moſt ex- 
cellent, and even immortal (as ſome 


| of them are) yet are ſüll but Dy 


pada | Gs, nor can expect 
the 


"7 
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RE 
che largeſt ſhare of inoenſe, 
reer re 15 a 5 on their 


100 


I "ab Gathwe Ris "Mt ab 
ation hath many ill effects; I ſhall 
_ confine-myſelf to three. Fir, It 
deprives the liberal and Feber arts 
of an advantage which the mechanic 
: enjoy: I * theſe, men are ever en- 


e e in he g 15 follow 
them, And fince copies ſurpaſs not 


their Originali, as ſtreams riſe not 


higher than their ſpring, rarely ſo 
high ; hence, while arts mechanic 


are in perpetual progreſs, and in- 


* creaſe, the liberal are in retrogra- 

dation, and decay. Theſe reſemble 
Pyramids, are broad at bottom, but 
leſſen exceedingly as they riſe; 2 
ne rivers which, from- a ſmall 


f ountain- 
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. [ 4 1 
ſountain-head, are fpreading ever 
wider and wider, as they run, 
Hence it is evident, that different 
portions of underſtanding are not 
(a ſome = allotted — 
une en dee le,” nithe 3 
in one ſet of artiſts, and declining 
in another. Therefore nature ſtands 
abfolved, and our inferiority in om 
7 _ ut be 1 on dens 
20 een 100 Of 7 2 
Ney, 0 far e we e any 0 
10g with a-neceſiity, uchich nature 
lays us under; that, Scrandiy, by a 
ſpirit of Imitation we counteract 
nature, and thwart her deſign. 
She brings us into the world all 
my 7 "No two. 9 0 _ 


"I 
214 


5 99. 3 
n them. Born Original, ho 
comes it to pals that we die Copiat / 
That. meddling ape Imitation, a 
ſon. as we eme eto , of | Jas: 
diſcretion {fo. let me ſpeak),; ſnatelics 
the pen; and;blots out nature;s;mark; 

of ſeparation, cancels; her kind inn 
tention, deſtroys all mental indivi- I 

duality ;. the letter d world no 1 | 

conſiſts of fingulars, it is a medly, 
maſs; and a hundred Books, at 
tom, are but One. Why are 1 

kies ſuch maſters of mimickry 1; Why | 
receive they fuch a talent at lz 
tion? Is it not as the Spartan ſlaves” 2 
received a licence for ebriety ; ; that 
| their bettery might be aſhamed of it? 


The Third Rut to 8 


: Wind with” | 
A ſpirit of Invitation is, thatwith g reat | 
incongruity it makes us poor, an | 
unk little, and 


wr. ite 


Pave: makes us t 1 


[44 1 
- write much; gives us huge folios, 
' which are little better than more 
reputable cuſhions to promote our 
repoſe. Have not ſome ſevenſold 
volumes put us in mind of Ovid's 


ſevenfold channels of the Mile at 
dhe ee * 


A 74 $4 1; 2 : ii ales 5 | 
- Palverulent, acnt fptem fe lin aun. 


Such leaden labours are like L- 
curgus s iron money, which was fo 
much leſs in value than in bulk, that 
it required, barns for ſtrong- boxes, 
and a yoke of oxen to draw IF 


PORES 


hundred Pound. N 2 71511 K ö 


But notwithſtanding the Aibad. 
vantages of Imitation, imitation muſt 
be the lot (and often an honour- 
able lot it is) of moſt. writers. If 
| there i is a famine of iroentien in the, 

land, 


Y Ro. 
land, like 70% 2ph's1 brethren, we 
muſt travel far for food; we muſt 
viſit the remote, and rich, Antients; 
but an inventive genius may ſafely 
ſtay at home; that, like the ng: 90 
cruſe, is» divinely 1e e 7 : 
within; and affords us Antti 
delight. Whether our o²n genius we 
ſuch, or not, we diligently ſnould in- 
quire; that we may not go a begging 
with gold in our purſe. For there 
is a mine in man, which muſt be 
deeply dug ere we can conjecture its 
contents. Another often ſees that 
in us, which we ſee not ourſelves; 
and may there not be that in us 
which is unſeen by both? That 
there may, chance often diſcovers, 
either by a luckily choſen theme, 
or a mighty premium, or an abſo- 
lute neceſſity of exertion, or a moble 
J * of emulation from another's . 


_ glory; 5 
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ES. 3 
1 Plory; a8 that on Thucydiet Roth 
Hearing Herodotus repeat * 


his hiſtory at ' the: Olympic games: 
Had there been no Herodotus, there 
might have been no Thucydides, and 
the world's admiration might have 


f begun at Liey for excellence in that 


province of the pen. Demoſthenes 
had the ſame ſtimulation on hearing 


Caltiftratus ;" or Tully might have 


been the firſt of pre tar 
A 


8 : ? 
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905 . e & thi diſpute. com- 
8 modern learns. 
ing; we ſpeak not of performance, 


are equal to thoſe before them; 


modem performance! in gener i 


** affirm, chat as great 


. * 2 : may 
, - : 
4 * > « e 


oy | - 3 


may not riſ in ſome Futures, or 
even in the preſent age? er 5 
there are why. talents may not ahr 

beor, none why they mg pots fy 
as much in one en as another) : 
An eygcation- of > JANE: fru 
depends on "os air, and fun, an 
eyocation of th e fruits of genius 
o leſs depei ds on — ou li What ; 
E marvelious crop. bore i it in Greece, 
and Rome? And what a marvellous 
ſunſhine did, it there enjoy? What 
encouragement. from, the nature of 
their governments, and the ſpirit of 
their people? Virgil and H. Grace 
© owed their divine talents: to FHea⸗ 
ven; their immortal works, to men; 
thank Mazcenas and Auguſtus for 
them. Had it not been for theſe, 
the genius. of - thoſe -poets , had lain 
buried i in their aſhes. Acbeut ex-. 
e on . theatre, painting, 


ſculpture, 


| hs: + * 
* #4 3 
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Ceſar Aropt hk papers wheri Tilly 
poke; and Philip trembled at the 
voice of Demoſthenes And has 
chere ariſen but one Tilly, "one De- 
ftberes, in ſo long 'a courſe of © 
years? The powerful Yoquence of 
them both in one' ſtream, ſhould 
never bear t me down into he melan- 
choly perſuaſion, that ſeveral have 

not oy born, tho they have not 
emietged. "The ſun as much exiſts 
in a cloudy day, as in a clear; it is 
outward, accidental circumſtances 
"that with yu” to 5 genius either in 


nation, or age, * 
Calau fugat nubes, 2 reduc vn. 


As great, perhaps, 2 er than 
thoſe mentioned ans > ret as it 
1 n poſſibly, ariſe; for 
3 ; who 


þ 


anſteteh bf t the divine Uli 


15 5 11 

ks; hath farkiemed the; deat. 
aue lern are e ae 
3 i perhaps not One 
bas ſo far exe, a as not to have his - | 


His ene, bond ee 23 


naturally enough (fall inter tod mean 
: an 7 : 0 inion of the hutmah mind. lf 


Homer. wicote; had been ven 

mankindz by ſome ſuperior kg 
or otherwiſe, its es 
pftohably, have appeared hey 
Power of nee Now +: 
it, we. thinks imp As the 
ſirſt: of chokes Gpinions vs vi- 
dlenth) have been a rhiſlakey why 
gti! E 1 


otid his attainments, 3 


cuticn would) © 
ache 


N 


"yn 
1 
1 
1 
. 
1 
* 
i 

1 


= — 
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1 y — * 
— ret 32 2 — 
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e ah eq 


mal 


may dot the ſecand-ie-fo too? Bath 


pcs OW on the ſame bottom; 
on eur ignorance of the Peſſible di- 
of man. CU 


| J 4 a 
1 1. f 
* 4 > s Þ aw a i + 5 
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43 6 RR oe a of the 
5 e e of the human mind in 


general, but even of our on. — 
a man may be ſearce-leſs 1 
4 — powers; than an oye 

amen, er a rock of its e 5 
dpfulpoded: WOK; till ee | 
by loud calls, or ſtung up by striking 
emergencies, is euident from the 
ſudden eruption of ſome men, out 
of perfect obſcurity, into publick 


admiration, on the ſtrong impulſe 


of ſome animating. ' occaſion ; not 


more. to the world's great ſurptize, 
than their own. Few authors of 
W but bare experienced 
Veit . ſomething 


it, as at 7 lacid metegr b 
is much e. 3 an Tarce be be- 


5 


as to 5 the 24 ; e of 
FM dere chow Joſs 1 _—_ 
* eee fn 


} T4; 


pt bis 3 ſt 


Gr 


8 at one ges, with equal Rana 
| joy: This ſenſation, which I i 


in a Mxiter, might our, ane ſo 
FAG the 57 Fas 10 N 5 ; 
A poet of a ftron N 
L ranger vanity, on feeling it, might 

2” naturally 


(42). 
naturally encuglr Kalize de wens 
mere fs due and think him- 
ſelf ttöly⸗ fret, 7" Which is not 
improbable; for "cntho alte or ban 


l "74 
; ( p * 11 
N J 8. . 8 
1 kinds de! no * n n deen 
i . * * . 
19 ? * 8 Fd . o . } 6 22 
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VF Since ; it i 1s- pin chat W 80 be 
ra gets tot their own abilities; and 
by thinkin g — of them without 
Juſt cauſe, may poſſibly. loſe a name, 
perhaps a name immortal J would 
12 5 fome means to prevent theſe 
evils. Whatever promotes virtue, 


Pits fomething | more, and 
carries, its good 1 influence YON 
theſe 


« 
— 8 
3 4 


| the moral 7 1550 T prev 


Crils, i 2 4 borrow two. golden ru rules 
from ethics, which are 5. no ks 


; 5 lden in Compo e, 3 than in life. 
1. Know thyſelf 3 ; 2dhy, Næverence 
E7 I. | 1 gn” 10 repay. ethics in 

11 B11 3 Fa re 


org 


[ err er 74 
4. 13 480 bills 


42] 


1 1 
2 ihn letter, by two. rules: om 
nn ( S 


ista e i or ede 
it may be faid, as e n e a 
39519) Hof oni not 


bad 1 


OJ fs J 
Mil at proj be, oat; ue VP 
Ro Ni 77 142 an a HL JEET 


Thectore. dive * into thy bo- 
ſomz : learn the depth; extent, biaſs, 
and full fort of thy mind; contract 
full i intimacy with the ſtranger within 
theos excite and cheriſh every ſpark 
of intellectual light and heat, how 
ever ſmothered under former negli · 
gerice, or ſeattered through:the dull, 
dark maſs of common thoughts; ud; | 
allecingi them into a body; let thy 
genius riſe; (if a genius thou; baſt): as 
the ſun from chaos; and if I ſhould, 
then ſay, like an Judian, HH Hip at, 
r too bold) yet hould 0 
4" - Bl 3 q little 


— 45 2 a 


1 84 7 b = 
Unze mere tham my ſecond ** 
Joins, Ty US.) ene, Att | 


That is} det dot rent. enam ples, 
or authorities, brom beat 2h N 
ſon into too great a diſ ae 
thykelf; Thyſelf ſo reverences. as to 
prefer the native growth 0 thy « own 
mindiito ehe zicheſt import! from 
Sue elt borrowed riches make 
The man ehe thus e. 
a. e kimſeltz will ſoon fd the 
world s reverence to follow his own, 
His ks will Rang diftitptiſhed'p 
his che ſoleproperty'of æherſi g ahne. 

pibperehq alone em oonfer the nobles 
da of n author; that is, f SHE 
who (to ſpeak accurately) v ae 
cue; while other invaders eK 
Preis, howivoluminouty andilewhed: 
ſoever, (with duo relpent bolt hallen 
A and m.. 


il 3 Fa. This 
| 5 „ 


This is: the diſk 

thoſe: /two lumix * ie 0 
the genesen 2 I — —4 
this & 1 


he /eco: 3 as * . fark): | The | 
writer who. neglects thoſe two rules 
above ill nerer ſtand alone; he 


—— Fre ee 


ee notidns of 
* and impoveriſhed by their 

zundance; heiconceives not th leaſt. 
| embihoof nex-rboughty- opens nx 
ordinary gk ee ee bright 
walks/of: rare imagination, and fin- 
Wenn -while the true genius 
secrd ag all publick r toads into freſh 
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56 
with the blind ee aer 


faluting the papab toe / comfortabiy 
hoping full ahſolutiqn ifo tlie ſins of 
his own underſtanding, Iſrom the 
powerful charm of touching his idols 
„ ee Sarl 943 28 wa Nod 
e155 077] os ror 27 g O17 Di 
* Srchoimeanabe 20 mind, uch 
Proſtratiom of ourogya . 
ceeds:! —— dmiration 
"of Atmitation 8 
ally, —— 0 very backdn> 
gretlieitso in -1tz-ob>ignqramce;::arid 
of fear z and Hoes dniſchief in Ce 
 poſnionj-and1inchfe. Proud as the 
world is, there is mort ſupexiutity 
in iti given, chan guad. :Anflats 
grandees of all kinds ; owe: mf 
their elevation -to! che [littletieſe-of 
others mands,| ; thinuto:the greatneſs 
of; their own. Wergimot roficate 
ſpirits their * — pedeſtali the 
1177 7 + S-. figure 


Amid nat find: fo High b eee 
rr are ſomewhat of che | 


Sanaa hans to be « I dee inn 
table; than their oN] Hainer hae 
been tranſlated into moſt languages; 
Alan tells us, that the 1 yy 
{hopeful tutors!) have taught hi 
ſpeak eir tongue. Vhat exped 
from t em? No ot vol _ 5 


"cena nd 5 a ee + 


peril; appears inhigſteadi nor ch⁴fd 
wears Ulyſſes glomoully bull? = 
ing out of chis cloud inte royal gran 
dtitiſbut an En under diſguiſes = 
and al beggar ge hen liſh,» Suche 18 
that inimitable father of potttyyand = 
1 oracle ba all the wile, whom A- 
| Cl 5 and for an an- 
nual 2 


Saber enäcted 2 hw; that ios much 


bse 1] 
mall publig reritab of whole works 


to be feared, that his ſo \numicrous 
wanflatiens are but as the publiſtud 
teſtimonials of ſo many nations, And 
ages, that this = ſol divine ia 
entranſlated stalt wide ads eld 

£ Sunn For 07:1 b Dosis od 


But here, Tad? 82 21127 Ide | 
03 ig, ads 22 70 1107 (qd) 


5 e ee 5a 110 V. dt 
10d en 


man ls Juſtice for his favourite, 


What allah feed —— 
bers; free :a6)airþ:loftyiando bar 
gibus|4s:theſpheres, imtoudhifdiſh 
ſhackles, and tin ling folk I. But, 
bh his falt he wikill ga ee e 
A mon, gtiw sch Us to 510 


116 £6 26} bas ; bsdizzin waged 


3 
1811 


© © [avis a "gui Pg 
280 oor 2110265 


10 off b'a 97 Alu 
ee Mus 
kad. Pin over one vel 
0 les t blame : But Wheff 1 
Nen „ Hon, an . wel] 
4 | s _ ' Britins dd. 2 
Ns chat ignoble eng; t 8 
belt Parador ble, by thar e apt | 
dration,) ts put Heber in petti- 
Sb 5 Nic e Her mach 
 nobley kid it been, if his trol 
hd rl nin Fl ger. roup 


doomed) by "the 5 an r 
herolck ſong? gs — nobles; 


60 ] 

poeſy taſting, m mortal? 0 
how Unlike the  deathleſs, divine har- 

mMony"of"thiee great names (how 
juſtly jo oin'd I), of Milter, Greece, 
and N ? His vi eff „ but ber cin 
f kttle ſpeck. hbimortality, in its en- 
teme parte, as. his hero had in his 
heel; like him, had been.invulners = 
: able, andx immortal. Butt unfor- 
| Auen Was.undipt; IR: Heli 
cs a8 thin; in Spies Harmony! | 

23, well as gloquence; is; eſſential to 
eis anda mpgdler f, his muſick 
1 half Hamer t death. 
lan is a term of diminution what | 
5 n 8 Walk ecke verſe 
* Zoverſe reclaim d, 
the tug eee rf 
ds b ma never thunder d, 
nor fu 12 dr their, Hamer: torthander;; 
in thime, z and therefore, beg 
be Friend, rede it with. 


ſome 


C7 911 
_ thengblerterm; nor let tlie great 
neſs of the thing lie under the de. 
u es ſuch 1 mme. b aa! 
£51 Fr et »70 T ice 16 Por n 
But apres — Lad to have 
been perfect int its kind; yet it is 4 
Tranſlation ſtill; which differs as 
much from an qr as the moon 


from the fun. 
Few bad 
122 alien e ue 1 


i 
2167 


TON 7 WITTY 0 
| bat as nating is hw than to 
write originally wrong; Originals 
are not here recommended, but un - 
der the ſtrong guard of my firſt 
ule Nuo rbyſelf. Luan, who 
was aft Original, neglected not | 
rule, if we may judge by, his mall 
to one who took ſome fi reedom. with 
him. He was, at firft, an appren- 


tice! to a „ 3: and when he was 
1 | r eflected 


I 


{ſhudder at thy 


on! they cannot © ork" 


| 8 vi magina 


reflected omas ſuch, by being called 


Phondthens, he tepliet, . I nein 
* deed the inventor of new work; 
ec the model of which I owe to none; 
und, if Ide not exctute: it well, 1 
* :deferve td bei tem. by'rwelre ul. 
* ee inflead-of ones” Botha) \ 


* |; , "3 £'Þ \ Kaye Q PS | & To. 4 he 3 
- £ SDS 8 & p 18 1011 ＋ꝓ42 1 


ö 11 * 0 Gulliver ! daft tliou hot 
| brother Lucciati s vul- 
? Shudder 
more, 
char Arie been ſhock'd by 
thee.” Hou haue thy Homme 
thrown thy judgment from its ſeats 
tiom in the:mire? 
Nee andre haft' thou dipt thy 
pencil? What 5 en haft thou 


_ of the © 
— Hunas fats Foes © a 


251 1 7 


turs hovering 8. Get thee 


7 * 


P 9 4 1 * — * — 8 
1 at 14 
6 # tf + £ 4 


* 


This oc has ſo Suni kama 


nature, 


nature, as to e | 
_ himſelf, that it deſerves to be ſatiriſed. 
But, fay bis wholefale admirers, Few 
could. /o have written; true, and Fewer 
would.) I it required greavabilitits'to 
commit the fault, greater fall would 
have ſaved him from it. But whence 
ariſe fuch warm advocates for ſuch a 
F performance? From hence; v2. be. 
makes fame; afterwards fame: makes 
this piece, but this piece for Swe: 
He has given us fome beauties which 
_ deſerve all our praiſe; and our com- 
| þ fort is, that his faults will not be- 
wit had been leſs wild, if his tem- 
per had not joſtled his judgment. 
1 15 18 favourite. r ouylnhunms could 


FRY” write, 


WW 


06] 


ever -hovſe with him would 
| have been awvaſs,-and he would have 
vooittert: a: panegyrick on mankind; 
ptefent'heroes:of his pen: On the 
3 being born amongſt men, 
e [> i Es by 
eb Mie inftbure little lover than 
that of angels, and aſſumed by far 
higher than they: But furely the con+ 

tempt of the world is not a greater 
virtüe, than che contempt of man- 
kincd is a vice. : Therefore I wonder 
that, though Achern by others, the 
laughter-loving Swift was not re- 
proved by the venerable Dean, who 
could nme very: gravis 2 
- 097 21 u bir 231 nag £ i 
f For 1 ednet ra ibn 
were taking with him anevenibg's 

ve, walk, 


166 

EY about a mile out of Dultih, 
he ſtopt ſhort: 3" we paſſed en; bat 
perceiving that he did not fell us, | 
I went back; and feumd im fixed 
as 4 ſtatue, and earneſtly gazing up- 
ward at a noble elm, which -it its 
uppermoſt branches was much wh- 
| there, and decayed.” Pointing at 
it, he ſaid, „ ſhall be __ _ 
tree,” 1 ſhall die at t tops” 

this he ſeamed' to propheſy the 8 
Sybils; - if, like one af them, he had 
burnt part ef his works, eſpecially 
this blaſted branch of a noble ge- 
nius, like her too, he might 1 
riſen in his demand for __ reſt, 


| Would not- his friend Pepe have 
Siopeded better in an original at- 
tempt? Talents untried are N 
unknown. All that I know, i 
that; contraty - to theſe 9 
F . he 


6 


* 


18 .66 JT 

he was not only an avowed profefior 
of imitation, but a. zealous recom- 
mender of it alſo. Nor could he 
recommend any thing better, except 
emulation, to thoſe who write. One 
of theſe all writers muſt call to their 
aid; but aids they are of unequal 
repu te. Imitation is inferiority con- 
feſſed; emulation is ſuperiority con- 
teſted, or denied; imitation is ſer- 
vile, emulation generous; that fet- 
ters, this fires; that may give a 
name; this, a name immortal : 
This made Athens to ſucceeding 
ages the rule of taſte, and the ſtan- 
dard of perfection. Her men of "| 
genius ſtruck fire againſt each other; 

and kindled, by conflict, into glories, 

which no time ſhall extinguiſh. 

We thank Eſchylus for Sophocles ; 


and Parrhaſues for Zeuxis; ; emula 


As for both, That bids us fly the 


8e e- 


t bz l is 
Seneral Kult of mitators ; 3 9 y Us 
not be {truck with the loud report 
of form, ef, fame, 2g. with a knell, 
which d damp ps che ſpirits; but, ag 
with a trumpet, which inſpires ar- 
dour to rival the rengwn' d. Emu- 
: lation exhorts , inſtead diof. learning 
dur diſci ipline for ever, like raw 
troops, 84 antient leaders in com- 
poſition, to put thoſe laurel'd vete- 
rans in ſome bazard of loſing their 
* poſts i in glory. 1 


Such 18 emulation s high; ſpirited 
advice, ſuch her immortalizing call; 
Pope would not hear, pre- engaged 
with imitation, which bleſſed him 
with all her charms. He choſe ra- 
ther, with bis nameſake of. Greece, 
to triumph 1 in the old world, than 
to look out for a new. His taſte 
partook the error of his religion; it 


F 2 denied 


| 63 | 
denied not worſhip.” to. | Hints ; and 
angels ; that 18, d a 4 to writers, "who, Os 
bie for ages, ha ve received 
their —_— from cſtabliſhed and 
imiverfal fatne, , True poely, like 
true religion, Abliors Ry, ; and 
though it Honours "the © memo ry- of 
the exemplary, a and . them 
willingly (yet cautiouſly) as des 
in the way to glory ; real, fl ug 
unexampled, excellence is its only 


aim; nor Locks it for any inſpira. 


Though Pope 8 noble au may 
boaſt her illuſtrious deſcent” from 
Homer, Virgil, Horace, yet is an 
Original author more nobly. born, 
As Tacitus fays of Curtius Rufus, 
an Original author is born of him- 
felf, ' is his own progenitor, and will 
* Propagate a numerous off- 
* 


tel 


ſpring "of imitators, to eternize his 
glory 3 while mule-like imitators die 
without " iffve... Therefore, though 
ue ſtand much obi, ged for his giving 
us an Homer, yet had he douhled 
our obligation, by giving us 2 
Pope. x” 1144 he A ſtrong imagina- 
tion, at nd the true ſublime? That 
granted, we miglit have bad two 
Homers inſtead of one, if longer had 
been his life for 1 heard the dying 
wan talk over an epic plan a few 
weeks before his deceale, — 1 


Bacon, under ths ade of whoſo 
great name I would ſhelter my pre- 
ent attempt in favour of Originals, 
ſays, "et Men ſeek not ro know their 
* own ſtock, and abilities; but fancy 
« their poſſeſſions to be greater, and 
ce their abilities leſs, than they really 


1 are. Which is, in effect, ſaying, 
| A That 


25 J 


That we ought | to exert more than 


« we do; and that, « on exertion, 
ce Hur probability « of fucceks 1 Is SEAT. 


be. than we e N „ 


. 1294 1 * 
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We 2 I Bacon 5 opinion = Y 
but his aſſiſtance too, on my fide, 
His mighty ming t travelled Bd the 
intellectual world; and, with a more 
chan eagle's eye, lau, and has p pointed 
out, blank ſpaces, | or dark ſpots in 
it, on which the human mind never 
ſhone : Some of theſe have been 
enlightened ſince; ſome are be- 


8 ſtill. 3 


""Marcoyer, * boundleß are 7 
bold excurſions of the human mind, 
that in the vaſt, void beyond real 
exiſtence, it can call forth ſhadowy 
beings, and unknown worlds, ag 
numerous, as bete and, Pepp 5 
as 


. 


L 

as laſting, as the Wits; 5 ſuch: quite= 
original beauties we _ call 2 
diser bra e 25 ug bo: 
Maros fre fene pres. Ovi. 
When ſuch an ample area for re- 
noed adventure in briginal at- 
tempts lies before us, ſhall we be as 
mere leaden pipes, conveying to the 
preſent age ſmall ſtreams of excel - 
lence from its grand reſervoir in an- 
tiquity; and thoſe too, perhaps, 
mudded in the paſs? Originals ſhine, 
like comets; have no peer in their 
path ; are rival'd by none, and the 
gaze of all : All other compoſitions 
(if they. thine at all)ſhine in cluſters; 
like the ſtars in the galaxy; where, 
like bad neighbours, all ſuffer from 
all; each particular being diminiſh- 
ed, 1 almoſt loſt in che e 


If! chou "R 4 this nature' pre- 
| F'4 ' vailkdy 


1 2) 
= vailod; if antients and moderna 
W vVuere niz longer conſidered as maſters 
| N 5 OY and IH but as hard- matched 11= 
1 vals for renoyn ; then moderns, by 
ds longevity of their labaurs; might; 
. en un become antients them 
1 1 Lives: And old time, that beſt 
weigher of merits, to Keep bis ba- 
1.3 lance even, might have the golden 
= weight of an Auguſtam age in both 
_— his ſcale;: Os rather our ſcale might 
| deſcend; and that of antiquity (as 
a modern match for it . 'I 
e might: ken bo n 447 4 


\Þ hid: why not 2 Fo or, - ay 
Un 2 an jmpartial Providence ſeat-· 
mr b ters talents. indifferently, as thro all 
4 dteders of perſons, ſo thro all periods 
1 of time; face, a warvellous light, 
unenjoy d of old, is pour d on us by 
revelation; - with larger proſpects 

? $A extending | 
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Ci 73 1 
extending our underſtanding, withs 
brighter objects enriching our ima + 
 gination, with an ineſtimable prize 
letting our - paſſions on fire, thus 


Rrengthening | ms power that en 


there has been a0 fall in man 69 thi 
the kaif f al | other a 5 are 
our auxiliars againſt themſelves, as 
being perpetual ſpurs to our ambi- 
tion, and ſhining lamps in our path 
to fame; ſince, this world is a 
ſchool, as well for intellectual, as 
moral, advance; and the longer hu- 
man nature is at ſchoob, the better 
ſcholar it ſhould be; ſince, as the 
moral world expects its glorious mi- 
lennium, the world intellectual may 
hope, by the rules of analogy, for 
ſome ſuperior degrees of excellence 
to crown her later ſeenes; nor may 
it 
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it only hope, but muſt enjoy them 
too; for Tully, Quimilian, and all 
true critics allow, that virtue aſſiſts 
genius, and that the writer will be 


more able, when better is the man 


All theſe particulars, I ſay, con- 
fidered, why ſhould it ſeem altoge- 
ther impoſſible, that heaven's lateſt 


_ editions-'of the human mind may 


be the moſt correct, and fair; that 


the day may come, when the mo- 
derns may proudly look back on the 


comparative darkneſs of former 
ages, on the children of antiquity; 
reputing Homer and Demoſthenes, as 
the dawn of divine genius; and 
Athens as the cradle of infant fame; 
what a glorious revolution would 
this make in the rolls of renoõẽwõm?ꝰ 


ö What A rant, ſay you, is | her ed 
—T partly grant it: Yet, conſider, 
my 


tag) 

my rifiiend! knowlege: phyſical, . ma- 
thematical, moral, and divine, in- 
creaſes ; all arts and ſciences are 
making conſiderable advance; with 
them, all the accommodations, or- 
naments, delights, and glories of hu- 
man life; and- theſe. are new food 
to the genius of a polite writer 3 
theſe are as the. root, and com poſi- 
tion, as the flower; = as the root 
ſpreads, and thrives, ſhall the flower 
fail? As well may a flower flouriſh, 
when the root is dead. It is pru- 
dence to read, genius to_ reliſh, 
glory to ſurpaß, antient authors; 5 
and wiſdom to try our ſtrength, in 
an attempt in which it would be no 
great diſhonour to fail. 


Why condemn'd Mars Wien, 
rable epic to the flames? Was it 
not raue bis diſcerning eye faw 


ſome 


Ty 

be length of perfection beyond it 
And what he faw, may not others 
reach? And who' bid fairer thari 
our” countrymen for that glory ? 
Something new may be expected 
from Britons particularly ; 5 ui feem 
not to be more ſever d from the reſt 
of mankind by the ſurrounding ſea, 
than by the current in their veins; 2 
and of whom little more appears to 
be required, in order to give us Ori- 
ginals, than a conſiſtency of cha- 
racter, and "making their compoſi- 
tions of a piece with their lives. 
May our genius ſhine ; and proclaim 
us if that nobler view 7 

'— minimd contentos nocle Sine Virs, | 
And ſoit does; for in polite compo- 
ſition, in natural, and mathematical, 
knowlege, we have great Originals 
already: B. Boyle, Merton; 
Shakeſpeare, , have ſhowed 


us, 


1 70 
dus, that all 4 winds cantict Blow 
the Britiſb flag farther, than an ori- 
ginal. ſpirit can convey the Britifo 
ame; their names go round the 
world : and What foreign genius 
ſtrikes not as they paſs? Why ſhould 
not their poſterity embark in the 
ſame bold bottom of new enter- 
prize, and hope the fame ſucceſs ? 
Hope it they may; or you mult 
aſſert, either that thoſe Tek 
which: we already enjoy, were written 
by angels, or deny that we are men. 
As Simonides ſaid to Paufanias, rea- 
ſon ſhould ſay to the writer, Re- 
member thou art a man.” And for 
man not to graſp at all which is lau- 
dable within his reach, is a diſhonour- 
to human nature, and a diſobedience 
to the divine; for as heaven does 
nothing in vain, its gift of talents 
implies an injunction of their uſe. 


A 


1 786 


A friend of mine has obey ed hat 
ajuntion; he has relied on "bite 
and with a genius, as well moral, as 
original (to ſpeak in bold terms); 
has RN out evil ſpirits ; has made 4 
convert to virtue of à ſpecies of 
compoſition, once moſt its foe. As 
the firſt chriſtian emperors expell'q 
dzmons, and dedicated their CINE 
to the liring God, + Yall 91 


But you, 1 8 are Haring in in 
your praiſe of this author; therefore 
I will ſpeak of one, which is ſure of 
your applauſe. Shakeſpeare mingled 
no water with his wine, lower'd his 
genius by no vapid imitation. Shake- 
ſpeare gave us a Shakeſpeare, nor 
could the firſt i in antient fame have 
given us more, Shakeſpeare is not 
their ſon, but brother ; their equal; 
and that, in ſpite of all his faults. 
Think 


[ 701 

Think you. this too bold b 2 
ſider, in thoſe antients what is it the 

world admires Not the fewneſs 

of their faults, but the number and 

brightneſs of their beauties; and if 


Shakeſpeare is their equal (as he 


doubtleſs is) in that, which in them 
is admired, then is Shakeſpeare as 


great as they; and not impotence, 


but ſome other cauſe, muſt be charged 
with his defects. When we are ſet- 


ting theſe great men in competition, 


what but the comparative ſize of 


their genius is the ſubject of our 


ee e And a giant loſes nothing 
of his ſize, tho he ſhould chance to 
trip in his race. But it is a com- 
pliment to thoſe heroes of antiquity 
to ſuppoſe Shakeſpeare their, equal 
only in dramatic powers; therefore, 
though his faults had been greater, 
the ſcale would ſtill turn in his fa- 
vour. 


, 
2 
8 
1 


| [ 86} 
662 Ther: is at leaſt as much 
genius on the Britiſh as on the 
Gredian ſtage, tho the former is 
not ſwept ſo clean; ſo clean from 
violations not only of the dramatic, 
but oral rule; for an honeſt hea- 
then, on reading ſore of our cele- 
brated ſcenes, might be ſeriouſly con- 
or to ſee, that our obligations to 
the religion of nature were e 
. ee BIEY + 


> Hobſon, in the ſerious "REY is 
as much an imitator, as Shakeſpeare 
is an origipal. He was very learned, 
as Sampſon was very ſtrong, to his 
own hurt: Blind to the nature of 
tragedy, he pulled down all anti- 
quity on his head, and buried him- 
ſelf under it; we ſee nothing of 
Fobnſen, nor indeed, of his admired 
(but alſo murdered) antients; for 

a what 


0 81 3 

what ſnidne in the 3 is co 
on the poet; and Catalim might 
have been a _ he if n _— 


1 


| never writs. LIES © 


2 


0 be FR inder bene re 
might not have thought leſs if he had 


read more? Who knows if he might 


not have laboured under the load of 
| Jobnſen s learning as Enceladus un- 


der tna His mighty genius, in- 


deed, through the moſt mountainous 
oppreſſion would have breathed out 
ſome of his inextinguiſhable fire; 
yet; poſſibly, he might not have riſen 
up into that giant; that much more 
than common man, at which we 


now: gaze with amazement, and 


delight. . Perhaps he was as learned 


as his dramatic province required; 
for whatever other learning lie want- 


eq, he was maſter of two books, un- 
G known 


fu. 


0821 


828 many of the profoundly 


read; thaugh books,”- which the laſt 


conflagration alone can deſtroy; the 


book of nature, and that of man. 


Theſe he had by heart, and has tran- 


ſcribed * many admirable pages of 
them, into his immortal works. 


Theſe are the ſountain-head, whence: 


the Caſtalian ſtreams of original com- 
poſition flow; and; theſe are often 
mudded by other waters, tho waters 
in their diſtinct chanel, moft whole 
ſome and pure: As two chymical 
liquors, ſeparately clear as cryſtal, 
grow foul by mixture, and offend the 
fight. 80 that he had not only as 
much learning as his dramatic pro- 
vine required, but, perhaps, as it 
could ſafely bear. If Milias had 
ſpared ſome of his learning, his muſe. 
would have gained more glory, than 
he would have loft, by it. | 


Dryden 


F 831. 


5 Sas, deſtitute of Sale paare 8 


enius, had almoſt as much learnin; 
as Tobrſon, and, for the buſkin, quite 
as little taſte. MW was a ſtranger to 
the athos, and, by numbers, ex- 
pre ion, ſentiment, and every other 


8 dtamatic cheat, ſtrove to make As 


mends for. it; : as if 4 faint could 
: make amends fo the want of con- 
ſcience; a ſoldier, for the want of 
valour; or a veſtal, of modeſty. 
The noble. nature of tragedy. dif- 


claims an equivalent; 5 like vir tue, it 


demands the heart; and Dryden 


had none to give. 38 epic poets 
hund, the tragedian's point is rather 


to pA ſuch diſtant things are a 


tragedian and a poet, that the latter 
indulged, deſtroys the former. Look 


on Barnwell, and Eſſex, and ſee how 
as to theſe diſtant characters Dryden 


excells, and is excelled, But the 


Gn ſtrongeſt 


al 
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ſtrongeſt demonſtration of his no- 


taſte for the buſkin, are his trage- 


dies fringed with rhyme; which, in 


epic poetry, is a fore diſeaſe, in the 


tragic, abſolute death. To Dryden 8 
enormity, Pope's was a light offence. 
As lacemen are foes to mourning, 
theſe two authors, rich in rhyme, 


were no great friends to thoſe ſolemn 
ornaments, which the noble nature 
of their works required. 


Muſt 8 then, ſay you, be 
47 I wiſh the nature of our 
language could bear its intire expul- 
ſion; but our leſſer poetry ſtands in 
need of a toleration for it; it raiſes 
that, but ſinks the great; as ſpangles 
adorn children, but expoſe men. 


Prince Henry beſpangled all over in 


his oylet-hole ſuit, with glittering 
Ps; and an Achilles, or an A.- 
mnansor, 


— 
manxor, in his Gothic array; are very 
much on a level, as to the majeſty 


of the poet, and the prince. Dryden 


had a great, but a general capacity; 
and as for a general genius, there is 
no ſuch thing in nature: A genius 
implies the rays of the mind con- 
center d, and determined to ſome 
particular point; when they are ſcat- 
ter d widely, they act feebly, and 
ſtrike not with ſufficient force, to fire, 
or diſſolve, the heart. As what comes 


from the writer's heart, reaches ours 


ſo what comes from his head, ſets 
our brains at work, and our hearts at 
eaſe. It makes a circle of thoughtful 
critics, not of diſtreſſed patients; and 
a paſſive audience, is what tragedy 
requires. Applauſe is not to be 
given, but extorted; and the ſilent 


lapſe of a ſingle ter, does the writer 
more honour, than the rattling 


Wy thunder 


44 « 


| f 86 7 
thunder of a thouſand hands. 4 p- 

plaudiog hands, and dry eyes Gbich 
during Dryden s theatrical reign often 
met) are a ſatire on the writer's ta- 
lent, and the ſpeRtator's taſte, When 
by ſuch judges the laurel is blindly 
given, and by ſuch a poet proudly 


received, they reſemble an intoxi- 


cated hoſte, and his taſteleſs gueſts, : 
over ſome ſparkling adulteration, 
meant ading their hasen. Pn 


But n has hi glory, tho 
not on the ſtage ; :; What an inimi- 
table original is his ode? A fmall 


one, indeed, but of the firſt luſtre, 


and without a flaw; and, amid the 
brighteſt boaſts of e, it Y 
kind a fol. 


Among the FE of the mo⸗ 
ders, Mr. Aga} Yor muſt. take his 
1434S £ place, 


127 ] 


Who does not ap 


* with great ref; pect? | "They 


- who.refuſe to cloſe with the public 
in his praiſe, refuſe at chain þ peril. 
But, if men will be . 
own opinions, ſome hazard muſt be 
Jobnſom wanted, a warm, and feel- 
ing heart; but, being of a grave 
and baſhful nature, thro a philo- 


ſophic reſerve, and a ſort of moral 


prudery, he conceal'd it, where he 
ſhould have let looſe all his fire, and 
have ſhow ' d the moſt tender ſenſi- 
- bilities of heart. At his celebrated 


Cato, few tears are ſhed, but Cato's 


on; which, indeed, are truly 


great, but unaffecting, except to the | 


noble few, who love their country 
better than themſelves. The bulk 
of mankind want virtue enough to 
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of genius has reared up one glorious. 

image, more lofty, and truly golden, 

than that in the plains of Dura, for 

cool admiration to gaze at, and 

warm patriotiſm (how rare!) to wor- 
hip; while thoſe two throbbing 

Pulſes of the drama, by which alone 

it is ſhowyn to live, terror and pity, 1 
neglected thro' the whole, leave our 
unmoleſted hearts at perfect peace. 

Thus the poet, like his hero, thro 
miſtaken excellence, and virtue over. 

ſtrain d, becomes a fort of ſuicide; |. 
and that which is moſt dramatic in 

the drama, dies. All his charms of 

poetry are but as funeral flowers, 
which adorn; all his noble ſenti : 
ments but as rich ſpices, _—_ > 


balm, the aged mn 
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of 8 pathos is not 8 
the life and Haul, but the foul 


en 


L 8 

ine xtinguiſhable; ; it charms us thre? 
a thouſand faults. Decorations, 
which in this author abound, tho 
they might immortalize other poeſy, 
are the ¶plendida pecrata which damn 


the drama; while, on the contrary, 
the undder of all other beauties is a 
venial fin, nor plucks the laurel 


from the tragedian's brow. Was it 
otherwiſe, Shakeſpeare himſelf would 
run ſome hazard of Jing" uh 
crown, 


ee 8 a plays & 
Euripides ; ; and, what living &- 
crates would dei ine the theatre, at 
dhe repreſentation of Cato? Tully's 
aſſaſſins found him in his litter, read- 
ing the Medea of the Grecian poet, 
to prepare himſelf for death. Part 
of Cato might be read to the ſame 
end. In the weight and dignity 


of 
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next line, 


L 90 1 
of moral reflection, Addiſon re- 
ſembles th at poet, who was called 
the dramatic philoſopher ; and is 
himſelf, as he ſays of Cato, ambi- 
tioufly ſententious.. But as to the 
Aingular talent ſo remarkable in Eu- 
ripides, at melting down hearts into 
the tender ſtreams of ak > ih pity, 
there the reſemblance fai His 
beauties ſparkle, but do not warm; 
they ſparkle : as ſtars in a froſty. night. 
There i is, indeed, a conſtellation in 


his play; there is the philoſopher, 


patriot, orator; and poet; but where 


is the tragedian? And, if that i is 


wanting, 
Cur in theatrum Gato euere — 7 

: MART. 
And, when I recolle& what paſſed 
een him and Dryden, in rela- 
tion to this drama, L * add the 


* > o þ 
An 
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"th ideo 1 unten venerar, wt exires 4? 


| For, Ls Auen v was a ere at 
Oxford, be ſent up this play to his 
friend Dryden, as 4 proper perſon 
to recommend it to the theatre, if 
it deſerved . * WhO returned it, 
with very great e ation; but 
with his opinion, that, on the . 
it could not meet with its deſerved 
ſuccek. But tho' the performance 
was denied the theatre, it brought 
its author on the public ſtage of 
life. For perſons in power inquir- 
ing ſoon after of the head of his 
lege for a youth of parts, Addis 
ſon was recommended, and readily 
received, by means of the great re- 


putation which Dryden had Ju 
then IR of him above, 
There 
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1 92 ] 
There is thin ſimilitude between 
* poet and the play; as this is 
more fit for the cloſet than the ſtage; 
ſo, that ſhone brighter in private 
converſation than on the public 
ſcene. They both had a fort of 
local excellency, as the heathen gods 
a local divinity ; beyond ſuch a 
bound they, unadmired; and 256%, 
unadored. This puts me in mind 
of Plato, who denied Homer to the 
public ; that Homer, which, when 
3n his cloſet, was rarely out of his 
Hand. "F bus, tho' Cato is not cal- 
culated to ſignalize himſelf in the 
Farm emotions of the theatre, yet 
We find him a moſt amiable com- 
panion, in our calmer delights of 
receſs. 5 


Notwithſlanding what has "ey 
offered, this, in many views, is an 


exquilite 


| [ 93 ] 
exquiſite piece. But there is ſo 
much more of art, than nature in 


it, t that I can ſcarce forbear calling 
it, an exquiſite piece of ſtatuary, 


Where the ſmooth chiſel all its ſtill has ſhawn, 


To ſe 0 fe ten into eſp 25 rugged one. 
Apprsox. 


That! is, where art has taken great 
pains to labour undramatic matter 


into dramatic life; which is impoſ- 


fible. However, As it is, like Pyg- 


malion, we cannot but fall in love 


with it, and wiſh it was alive. How 
would a Shakeſpeare, or an Ormay, 


have anſwered our wiſhes ? They 


would have outdone Prometheus, 


and, with their heavenly fire, have 


given him not only life, but im- 
mortality. At their dramas (ſuch 


is the force of nature) the poet is 


out of fight, quite hid behind his 
4 enus, never thbught of, till the 


curtain 


ä 
| 
| 
| 
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curtain bell. Art bridgs our author 
forward, he ſtands before his piece; 
ſplendidly indeed, but unfortunately; | 
for the writer muſt be forgottengby 
his audience, <biring the repreſenta- 
tion, if for ages he would be re- 
membered by poſterity. ä In the 
theatre, as in life, deluſion is the 
charm; and we are undelighted, the 
firſt moment we are undeceived. 
Such demonſtration have we, that 
the theatre is not yet opened, in 
which ſolid happineſs can be found 
by man; becauſe none are more 
than comparatively good ; and folly 
has a corner in the heart of the 


wile. fp 


4 genius AY of ornament 
ſhould not be wedded to the tra- 


gie muſe, which is in mourning : 
| We 


otherwiſe for this particular, I wiſh 


| 1557 


| We waiit not to be divetted at id 


entertainment, where our greateſt 
pleaſure ariſes from the depth . of 


our concern. - But whence (by the 


way) this odd generation of plea- | 
fare from pain? The movement of 
our melancholy paſſions 1 is pleaſant, 
when we ourſelyes are ſaſe: We 
love to be at once, miſerable, and 
unhurt: 80 are we made; and ſo 
made, perhaps, to ſhow us the di- 
vine goodneſs; to ſhow that none 


of our paſſions were deſigned to 


gire us pain, except when being 
pain'd is for our advantage on the 


whole; which is evident from this 
müller in which we ſee, that paſ- 


ſions the moſt painful adminiſter 
greatly, ſometimes, to our delight. 


Since great names have accounted 


this 
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this ſolution, - though to me. . 


dalle may not e a miſtake. . 
10 abit « our HT on _ 7 
He who ſees not much beauty in it, 
has no taſte for poetry; he who. 
ſees nothing elſe, has no taſte for 
the ſtage. Whilſt it juſtifies cen- 
ſure, it extorts applauſe. | It is 
much to be admired, but little to 
be. felt, : Had it not been a; tra- | 
gedy, it had been immortal; 
it is a tragedy, its uncommon, = 
ſomewhat reſembles his, who, - for 


conquerin g gloriouſly, was con- 
demnd to die. Both ſhone, but 


ſhone fatally; becauſe in breach of 
their reſpective laws, the laws of the 
drama, and the laws of arms. But 


how rich in reputation muſt that. 
author be, who can . a Cato, 


without feeling the loſs ? 1 
That 


Pop e was ſomewhat of he pu ion, 
RE ſoftenin 


157 
That loſs b our ** * 


¶ ſcarer be felt; it would be but drap- 


ping a: ſingle ſeather fon a wing, 
that mounts, him above his cotem- 
Peraies Te has 4 mare refined, 
decent; judicious, and extenſive ge- 
nius, than Pope, or Sw! fr. To di- 
fling 1 wiſh, this trrumvirate from each 


different colours i in theſe. A 
d meridian in rays of literary "Tight, 
ift is a 3 witz Pope acorrett | 


= DAddjjon a a great author. Swije 
OO 


ked on wit as the Jus divinuri to 
dominion and way in the world; 4 
1 


1 


conſidered as uſurpation, 3 


- 15 that was lodged i in perloi 


18 f parkling underflandings. This 
inclined him to tyranny, in. | Wirz 


* 
7 — 


98) | 
[ſome- acts of ſeverity in his Fign. 
-Addifon's crown was ce 
h _ che public 1 voice: Zaiq 


* 


ee ee CCS ipolentes- el 
Fer ue ne en er, ohen, 


eine of the mind, if we ſhould de- 
throne theſe authors, and conſider 
them, not in their roya l, but their 
"medicinal 5 Capacity, Hoke it not 
then be ſaid, that  *Addifon - pre- 
ſeribed a 4 wholeſome” and BE ant 
x © SED which Was 1 88 1 by | re- 
'hſhed, and did much _ good ; that 
Fe preferre d a purgative of "latibs, 
which, tho”. wholeſome, was "top 
painful in its op ration; and that 
ue nſiſted on a karge doſe 0 f 

orice el fo Sd 
5 Ecacuan, a, which, "tho” Teal 
wed ye. e fame of the 
. patient nad 
any 
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ician, yet, 
clan, yet, 
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aupsdglich of taſteꝶ he 1 . 
the remedy, inftcad oÞ the difealeZq 


Aan wrote little in verſchamuch 

_ Indwect, elegant, ¶irgilian pm 
_ foletm6call tj ſince Langimiigalli 
Herodotus: moſt Hamer ic aan 
cylides: is ſaid to hdve formal this. 
ſtyle on Pinar Adagio s. 
poſitions: cen tho Kalt 


Ant Jandadob ſpeakohis — 5 
guage) : an=atruly C laſſiai graumn 
And tho they a the dehpherof 
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